Xavier University Newswire by Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio)
Xavier University 
Exhibit 
All Xavier Student Newspapers Xavier Student Newspapers 
2008-04-23 
Xavier University Newswire 
Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio) 
Follow this and additional works at: https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/student_newspaper 
Recommended Citation 
Xavier University (Cincinnati, Ohio), "Xavier University Newswire" (2008). All Xavier Student Newspapers. 
537. 
https://www.exhibit.xavier.edu/student_newspaper/537 
This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Xavier Student Newspapers at Exhibit. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in All Xavier Student Newspapers by an authorized administrator of Exhibit. For more 
information, please contact exhibit@xavier.edu. 
F i a t  J u s t i t i a ,  R u a t  C o e l u m
Kelly Shaw
Managing Editor-Special Projects
XAVIER NEWSWIRE
www.xavier.edu/newswireVolume XCIII, Issue 28 Published since 1915 by the students of Xavier University
week of
april 23, 2008
photoS from goxavier.com
Powell wins Antonio Johnson scholarship
©2008
The Xavier Newswire
all rights reserved
fax                    (513) 745-2898
advertising             (513) 745-3561
circulation                  (513) 745-3130
editor-in-chief             (513) 745-3607
Dr. o’Dell owens, the coroner for 
hamilton county, was the keynote speaker.
What to expect next year:
Doug tifft talks with incoming freshmen Kenny frease, 
terrell holloway, mark lyons, Brad redford and Brian 
walsh. Sports, Page 9
Lydia Powell was awarded the 
Antonio Johnson scholarship last 
Friday at the 32nd annual Antonio 
Johnson Gala to recognize out-
standing African American students 
at Xavier on Friday, April 18. 
Powell was chosen from 11 
finalists by a committee of admin-
istration, faculty and students.  The 
finalists must be juniors who have 
a GPA of 3.0 or higher and exhibit 
outstanding leadership, involve-
ment and service to the Black 
Student Association or the Xavier 
community.  
Powell will receive a full year 
of tuition, room and board and a 
book stipend.  
Powell is an occupational ther-
apy major. She is the 2007-2008 
BSA treasurer and member of 
Xavier Gospel Choir, Rho Xi Chap-
ter of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, 
Inc. and Peer Leadership Team. She 
is a student assistant in the Office 
of Student Life and Leadership. 
She also does research at the Drake 
Center. After graduation, Powell 
wants to work as an occupational 
therapist with disabilities and other 
special needs.  
“It was a bit overwhelming,” 
said Powell regarding her first 
reaction when she heard her name 
called.  “I couldn’t even believe it. 
So many emotions erupted.  I didn’t 
know how to feel.  When they first 
called my name I just prayed and 
thanked God.  I was so happy.”
Leandria J. Thomas was this 
year’s runner-up.  She will receive 
a $10,000 scholarship from Macy’s 
Credit and Customer Services.
Thomas is a pre-med/biology 
major with a minor in chemistry. 
She works as a lab tutor and as-
sistant in the biology department 
and is a member of BSA, Gospel 
Choir, Students Committed to 
Christ and Ernest E. Just Society. 
Thomas wants to become a Doctor 
of Internal Medicine and help the 
“Project Bull” is the coined 
name for the Xavier Marketing 
Club’s quest to provide lower prices 
for students purchasing textbooks. 
With help from 49 active club 
members and the special work of a 
12-person subcommittee headed by 
freshman Alex Burkhart, the group 
has been successful in promoting 
NOTthebookstore.com among the 
Xavier community.
NOTthebookstore.com is a 
website service started by Xavier 
alum Dale Ting, who currently 
works for Proctor and Gamble but 
came up with the idea during his 
time at Xavier after experiencing 
the heightened prices of Xavier’s 
bookstore.  The website compares 
bookstore prices to those from 
Amazon.com, and directs students 
to the best deal.  
“The nice thing about [NOT 
thebookstore.com] is that you can 
have all of your books sent to the 
Xavier Mail Center so you can just 
pick them all up similar to the way it 
works at Xavier’s bookstore,” said 
project manager Alex Burkhart.  
Ting is currently working to 
expand the site to work in con-
junction with other providers in 
addition to Amazon.com, includ-
ing Half.com and possibly Ebay. 
While the names and schedules for 
individual Xavier students are not 
available on the website, a list of 
classes and their required texts is 
provided, along with the compari-
son of Amazon’s prices to those of 
the bookstore. 
 New and used options are of-
fered on the site when available. A 
book buying guide offers students 
suggestions for purchasing books 
and warns them to watch out for 
library or international editions, so 
they don’t purchase the incorrect 
book.  
The site will not be ready for 
summer 2008 classes, but students 
are encouraged to log onto NOT 
thebookstore.com and sign up an 
email address in order to receive a 
reminder email this summer as to 
when textbooks will be available 
for purchase.
maDeline lafave
Features Editor
the ‘not’ 
bookstore 
can make you 
not poor
often underserved black and Latino 
populations. 
The Antonio Johnson scholar-
ship was established to commemo-
rate Antonio Johnson, a 22-year-old 
Xavier student from 1971-1976. 
Johnson was involved in the band, 
was president of the Black Student 
Association and fought for causes 
of social change and justice. He 
organized activities for Black His-
tory Month in February of 1976, 
but suddenly died on Feb. 8, 1976, 
at the age of 22. 
The scholarship was originally 
$1,000, but the university has in 
recent years increased its funding. 
“The university recognizes this 
is a very high honor,” said JaL-
issa Coffee, co-chair of this year’s 
gala along with sophomore Aaron 
Marble.  
Coffee also believes the schol-
arship is important for Xavier 
because it fits in with the Jesuit 
mission in addition to honoring 
black students.  
“It is a very necessary way to 
recognize the African American 
students that excel on this campus 
because many of them go above 
and beyond the call as a student. 
The Antonio Johnson scholarship 
does an excellent job of letting them 
know that they’re going down the 
path that AJ wanted to follow.”
The gala also praises other Af-
rican American students for their 
achievement with five separate 
awards: Outstanding Freshman, 
Outstanding Sophomore, Outstand-
ing Senior, Antonio Johnson Lead-
ership and Outstanding Service.  An 
outstanding faculty member is also 
awarded the Staff/Faculty Support 
Award.   
“The gala did an excellent job 
of bringing to light the accomplish-
ments of all the students,” said 
Powell who expressed congratula-
tions to the recipients of the other 
awards.  
Dr. O’Dell Owens gave the key-
note address on this year’s theme, 
“The Essence of Excellence.” 
Owens, a Cincinnati native, is the 
Hamilton County Coroner. He at-
tended Yale Medical School and in 
1988 was named one of the top 15 
black doctors in America by Black 
Enterprise Magazine. 
Owens is the president and chair 
for Project GRAD (Graduation 
Really Achieves Dreams), which 
is a collaborative of the Cincinnati 
Public School system.  
winner junior lydia powell (right) accepts her full tuition scholarship.
  photo by Jessica thimons
  photo by Jessica thimons
The Winners:
Outstanding Freshman
Alexis Ponder
Outstanding Sophomore
Morgan Miller
Outstanding Senior
Willie Byrd
Antonio Johnson Leadership
JaLissa D. Coffee
Outstanding Service
Jessica Pasionek
Staff/Faculty Support
Dominica Brantley
Coming 
soon: 
Workshop
Seniors andy Bush 
and christa hyson 
rehearse “xavier: the 
Musical,” one of five 
student-produced 
plays slated forapril 
24-27. check out the 
Newswire for next week 
for reviews and awards. 
Preview on Arts & 
Entertainment, page 
10
Another Kind of Green
matt finger goes deep inside xavier’s unseen illegal drug 
culture, investigating how many students use drugs and what 
the school is (or is not) doing about it BACKPAGe
  photo by erika Bresee
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Students and faculty across 
campus are showing their love 
and support for Dr. Robert Rethy, 
philosophy professor, who has been 
in a comatose state since Friday, 
April 11. 
The coma, caused by a massive 
coronary, has kept Rethy unrespon-
sive for nearly two weeks.  He is 
currently in the intensive care unit 
at the Kenwood Jewish Hospital 
with an uncertain prognosis. 
Rethy experienced a heart attack 
around 1:30 a.m. Friday morn-
ing. EMTs arrived on the scene 
approximately 10 minutes later. 
Though Rethy had experienced 
heart problems in the past, the event 
still came as quite a shock to friends 
and family. 
“There was nothing that precipi-
tated the event,” said Dr. Timothy 
Quinn, a close friend and fellow 
philosophy faculty member. While 
noting that Rethy had complained 
of tiredness during the days lead-
ing up to the heart attack, Quinn 
says there were no signs that might 
have prompted the professor to see 
a physician.
The heart attack was most likely 
caused by electrical heart failure. 
It is doubtful it was the result of 
any kind of arterial blockage. 
Rethy has had a significant history 
of heart problems—he has previ-
ously undergone surgery for valve 
replacement.
In the wake of this tragedy, 
students and faculty have been of-
fering prayers and support for Dr. 
Rethy and his family. Quinn and 
other faculty members make fre-
quent visits to the hospital, where 
they continue to speak and read to 
Rethy. 
This past Thursday, April 17, 
members of the Xavier community 
gathered for two prayer services 
at Kenwood Jewish Hospital with 
the department meeting in mind. 
Dr. Quinn explains that Dr. Rethy 
would have wanted this—for the 
staff to continue living as normally 
as possible. Nearly 40 individuals 
were present at the service.
Since the incident, there has 
been tremendous sympathy from 
the Xavier community. “I was 
moved by the outpouring from 
students,” says Quinn who was im-
pressed with the student attendance 
at the prayer services. 
Dr. Rethy had been teaching two 
sections of Theory of Knowledge 
and a seminar on Hegel before he 
experienced the coronary. These 
courses are now being covered 
by Dr. Richard Polt and Dr. Tim 
Brownlee, respectively.
In a very close-knit department, 
the philosophy faculty continues 
to struggle with the reality of the 
situation. “It makes it challenging 
to concentrate at the end of the 
semester,” said Dr. Quinn. Though 
distracted, the staff continues with 
their daily jobs on campus.
Dr. Rethy celebrated his 25th 
year at Xavier in 2007. After join-
ing the philosophy faculty in 1982, 
Rethy served for 12 years at the 
head of the department before 
Dr. Polt, the current department 
chair, took the position. Under his 
leadership, Xavier’s philosophy 
department changed and expanded. 
He is clearly an admired individual 
among his colleagues. 
“I’ve never known anyone who 
knows more about the history of 
philosophy than him,” said Polt. 
“[Rethy] is a religious man, a 
scholar, and kind and generous with 
students—but he also enjoys a good 
fight,” said Polt, grinning. 
Dr. Quinn offered the Yiddish 
word “mensch”—meaning a person 
of integrity and honor—as an apt 
description of Dr. Rethy. “Brilliant. 
He is easily the most brilliant man 
I have ever met in my life,” said 
Quinn. “He is not just smart, but an 
impressive human being.” 
“He takes students very seri-
ously,” continued Quinn. “One of 
Rethy’s goals as a professor has al-
ways been to intensify the intellec-
tual commitment professors make 
to students.” His high expectations 
of Xavier students have translated 
into high expectations of own his 
performance as a professor. 
“Dr. Rethy embodies what the 
philosophy department stands 
for and what the entire university 
should represent,” said Quinn.
Students can still continue to 
show support for Dr. Rethy and his 
family, his three children and his 
wife, Sonja. The family is presently 
allowing student visitation in the 
intensive care unit at the Kenwood 
Jewish Hospital. 
Additionally, if students wish to 
create cards for the Rethy family, 
they can be given to Dr. Polt at his 
office in Hinkle Hall, room 238. 
Finally, any prayers offered are 
greatly appreciated. 
There’s a new 
way to get your 
fill of vegetables 
in the James E. 
Hoff Dining Hall.
You asked. We listened!
Introducing earth-friendly, 
plant-based to-go products:
Spudware? cutlery
made from 80% vegetable starch 
and 20% soy/other vegetable oils
NatureWorks? to-go containers 
and drinking straws
made from corn grown in the USA
-paid Advertisement-
During his first visit to the 
United States, Pope Benedict XVI 
delivered a speech to over 400 
Catholic educators from across 
the nation, highlighting the impor-
tance of education in spreading the 
Catholic faith.
Fr. Michael Graham, S.J., was 
one of the Catholic university 
presidents who attended the ad-
dress, which he described 
as “incredibly warm and 
positive throughout.”
Prior to the Pope’s visit, 
many speculations revolved 
around the nature of the address, 
with many expecting the Pope to 
reprimand the university presidents 
for being lax in their embrace of 
Catholic identity.
Instead, Graham said the talk 
was, “one notably free of the kind 
of finger-wagging and scolding that 
some more conservative Catho-
lic critics of Catholic higher ed 
had been publicly hoping for, for 
months.”
“It began with a profound sense 
of his own gratitude for the fine 
work of so many over so many 
years in building this structure of 
Catholic education which furthers 
in its own way the work of the 
Church,” said Graham.
“He closed his talk with a re-
ally ringing call to all present to 
embody their faith in a more open 
and transparent manner, the better 
to serve as inspirations to the young 
people with whom they come into 
contact.”
According to Graham, the talk 
only lasted around 25 minutes. 
The Pope’s major thrust 
w a s encourage-
dArren lAcour
Op-Ed Editor 
photo courtesy www.jewishhospitalcincinatti.com 
dr. rethy is currently in the intensive care unit at the Kenwood Jewish 
hospital. the family is allowing student visitations.
All photos courtesy the New York Times 
ment of educators to keep in mind 
the higher standards of their voca-
tions to minister to young people 
through the apostolate of Catholic 
schools.
The speech was preceded by a 
“Rock the Pope” event put on by 
students from Catholic University 
of America which featured speak-
ers, music, and lawn games, which 
contributed to the “good, positive 
spirit,” according to Graham.
Check back next week for an 
in-depth look at how the 
Pope’s address may im-
pact Xavier.
pope Benedict XVi visted new york city, ny this past week. 
during his time in the states, the pope made 
a visit to the u.n. the pope blessed also Ground Zero during his visit.
Pope gives talk to Catholic educators
Ailing professor garners admiration, sympathy
Father Graham responds to the speech 
dr. robert rethy
photo courtesy of xavier.edu
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cAtherine AleXAnder
Contributing Writer 
Dr. Kathleen Simons has 
been the Associate Provost for 
Student Life and Leadership 
for only 10 months. Here, she 
shares a little about herself for 
those who have yet to meet 
her.
Where did you go to 
school?
I have a Bachelors from Uni-
versity of Northern Colorado, 
where I majored in speech com-
munication and I minored in 
physical education and theater. 
Then, I got my Masters degree at 
the University of Kansas. Then 
after that I got my Ph.D. at Il-
linois State University in higher 
education administration.
Where were you before 
you decided to come to 
Xavier?
Most recently I was at Nation-
al-Louis University in Chicago, 
but I’ve had 25 years in higher 
education. I actually started my 
career in higher education at a 
Jesuit institution, the Univer-
sity of San Francisco, as a 
residence hall director.
Administrator Profile: Dr. Kathleen Simons
What do you enjoy doing 
in what little free time you 
have?
I don’t have as much time as 
I’d like, but I love to read and 
I love to travel. I love cultural 
events, whether it is the opera, 
symphony, theater, anything.
Since you love to travel, 
and summer is coming up, 
what is your favorite vaca-
tion spot?
I love 
going to 
Mexico. 
I have a 
t i m e -
s h a r e 
d o w n 
there, so I like to get down there 
a lot. At the end of May, I’m 
actually going to the islands off 
the coast of Washington, right 
outside Vancouver. I’m really 
looking forward to that.
What is your dream 
job?
I’ve always said my dream job 
would be one of two things. I’d 
love to be a travel agent. I love 
traveling, and I love planning 
for traveling. And I’d love to 
be a bartender because of the 
stories people tell. People share 
so much information in a very 
impersonal setting. I think that 
is just very interesting.
What is your favorite 
food?
I love Mexican food. Any- 
thing that 
h a s  r e -
ally good 
c h i l i s . 
Anything 
with green 
chili, I love that. 
Do you have a hidden 
talent?
I have very, very good hand-
writing. Whether I’m in the 
grocery store, or wherever, ev-
erybody talks about my hand-
writing. I’m left handed, and I 
went to a Catholic grade school. 
They wouldn’t let me write with 
my left hand, and they actually 
tied it behind my back. But I 
promised that if they let me 
write with my left hand I would 
write better than everybody else 
in my class. I would spend hours 
every night being perfect with 
my handwriting. I also played 
semi-pro softball. 
Do you miss being a pro-
fessor?
I do. I’m really hopeful that 
once I get established here, and 
get a routine and a little free 
time in my life, I will be able to 
teach.
What was your favorite 
part about being a college 
student?
What I loved is that every year 
was so different. My first three 
years I was a student-athlete. 
Then I decided that I wanted to 
do something different. I started 
a reader’s theater group. Then 
my senior year I did all theater. 
I felt like I had all these differ-
ent groups of friends. I felt like 
I could do it all.
Do you have any ad-
vice for college students 
today?
My advice is to do everything 
with commitment and passion. 
Do it a hundred percent and 
don’t sell yourself short. This is 
the time in your life where the 
sky is the limit.
Is there anything else 
you would like students to 
know about you?
I like all aspects of the student 
experience. I am very approach-
able. If any students would like 
to invite me to any program or 
activity I would be happy to at-
tend if my schedule allows. 
 
Q:  What’s your favorite 
thing about Xavier?
I love the students. The stu-
dents are genuine individuals 
who are really engaged. I came 
because of the students and the 
more I meet, the more it affirms 
how wonderful the students 
here are.
“Time Well Spent” will be tap-
ing its last episode on Tuesday, May 
6, during exams week, at 7 p.m. in 
the Gallagher theatre. This episode 
will end a run that started in the 
spring of 2006. 
Junior Conner Lynch, who acted 
as co-producer and director of the 
show, seemed optimistic about the 
show’s decision to call it quits. “We 
thought we might as well end with 
a bang instead of a whimper,” said 
Lynch.  
The show’s host and co-writer, 
R.J. Thieneman expressed the same 
confidence. He explained that it was 
a decision by the staff to end the 
show on a high note. 
“Time Well Spent” usually ran 
after Xavier’s new program at 7:30 
p.m. and 11:30 p.m. on Fridays and 
during the weekend. It also aired at 
12:30 p.m. on Sunday afternoons. 
The cancellation of the show 
will open up a half-hour time slot 
on Xavier University Television 
Association’s (XUTVA) “The 
Muskie”. Currently, it is unknown 
what specifically will fill this spot.
Ideas have been flowing among 
“Time Well Spent” crew and oth-
ers. “Some have been playing with 
the idea of filling the slot with 
a sketch comedy show,” Lynch 
shared, “like something based of off 
“Kids in the Hall”, but there are no 
certainties.”Whatever direction the 
slot goes in, it will certainly have 
big shoes to fill. 
According to Thieneman, the 
show was based on taking creative 
ideas and showcasing them live 
with limited equipment on as lim-
ited a budget as possible. Lynch, 
whose job was to take the artistic 
ideas of R.J. and others writers 
and make them work in front of 
the cameras, showed pride in the 
longevity of the show’s term. “We 
started the show [nearly] three years 
ago, which is quite a long time in 
college terms.”
When asked if he had any ending 
thoughts for the viewers his show 
had acquired over its run, Thiene-
man seemed pensive. “Don’t take 
life whether it be in college or else-
where, too seriously,” he said.
-paid Advertisement-
Oxford Apartments 
1005-07 Dana Ave. 
? Free Heat & Water 
? Walk to Campus 
? Cable/ Dial Hook-up 
? Air Conditioning 
? Parking
Now Leasing 
$405 and up 
http://www.apartmentsincinti.com
Manager: Art 513-961-3786 
Office: 513-474-5093 
-paid Advertisement-
dr. simons along with Fr. michael Graham, s.J., dr. roger Fortin, dr.  
luther smith and mr. david dodd address students concerns at stu-
dent-Administrator Forum in december. 
newswire photo by erika Breese 
Felipe GArciA
Staff Writer
Ailing professor garners admiration, sympathy
Xavier television program “spent”
“time Well spent” cast and crew hosted a barbeque in honor of their 
final show. 
newswire photo by erika Breese 
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BRIEFS Choir performance
Katie Rosenbaum, Editor 
News Desk: 745-3607
newswire-news@xavier.edu
The Xavier University Concert 
Choir is appearing in the Cincinnati 
Ballet’s production of “Carmina 
Burana.” Performances will take 
place at 8 p.m. on Friday, May 9, 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday, May 
10, and at 2 p.m. on Sunday, May 
11 at Procter & Gamble Hall in the 
Aronoff Center.  Tickets range from 
$21-$66 and can be purchased by 
calling 513-621-5282 or by going 
online at www.cincinnatiballet.
com. 
Annual rally 
Brett Simmons from Colum-
bus, Indiana, was selected as one 
of 65 recipients out of a total of 
595 candidates to be named a 
Truman Scholar. 
The scholars were selected on 
the basis of leadership potential, 
intellectual ability, and likeli-
hood of  “making a difference.” 
Finalists were interviewed by a 
university president, a federal 
judge, a distinguished public ser-
vant, and a past Truman Scholar 
award winner. 
Simmons is a junior theology 
and economics major with minors 
in history and gender and diversity 
studies. He has recently spent a 
semester in India, researched at 
the Center for Holocaust and Hu-
manity Education  and directed a 
non-profit organization. He plans 
to earn a Masters degree in Urban 
Planning with the goal of work-
ing in housing, community and 
economic development.
Each Truman Scholarship pro-
vides up to $30,000 for graduate 
study. Scholars also receive prior-
ity admission and supplemental 
financial aid at some premier 
graduate institutions, leadership 
training, career and graduate 
school counseling and special 
internship opportunities within the 
federal government. 
Truman award
New documentary
O’Connor hours
   Police Notes  
Police Note
of the
Week
-Paid Advertisement-
The Recreational Sports Depart-
ment, with cooperation from the 
Student Government Association, 
has received additional funding 
allowing for extended operational 
hours for the O’Connor Sports 
Center, as well as the addition of 
fitness trainers.  
The new regular hours will be 
previewed the week of April 28 
through May 3.  The hours will be 
as follows: Mon.-Thurs., 5:45 a.m.-
11 p.m., Friday, 5:45 a.m.-7 p.m., 
Saturday and Sunday, 10 a.m.-7 
p.m.  These hours will officially 
begin August 26.  Operational hours 
will vary slightly during university 
breaks as well as during the sum-
mer.
    Dr. Thomas Knestrict of the 
childhood education and literacy 
department is completing the film-
ing of his newest documentary 
entitled “A Journey to Holland.”  
It is currently in post-production 
and will be available in fall 2008. 
The world premier will take place 
in spring 2009. A trailer may soon 
be available on YouTube.
     Cincinnati’s annual Take 
Back the Night rally will take 
place on April 25.  The Xavier 
Women’s Center will host a pre-
rally gathering at 5 p.m.  Pizza 
will be served and T-shirts dis-
tributed.  Transportation will be 
provided.  RSVP to Amy Goetz 
at goetza@xavier.edu.
          April 14, 4:41 p.m.—A 
non-student walking along the 
fence line in the back of the 
C-3 parking lot was escorted off 
campus.
          April 15, 12:12 a.m.—
Campus Police and Residence 
Life investigated a report of the 
smell of marijuana in Kuhlman 
Hall.   The room was identified 
and a student admitted to smoking 
marijuana in the room.  Residence 
Life will follow up.
          April 16, 2:10 p.m.—An 
officer on patrol found a non-stu-
dent acting suspiciously behind 
the sports center.  The subject was 
escorted off campus.
      April 17, 4:15 p.m.—A 
student reported the theft of a 
textbook left unattended for a 
week in a third floor classroom in 
Alter Hall.
    
     April 19, 1:23 a.m.—Cam-
pus Police investigated a noise 
complaint at a loud party in the 
Village.  One student was cited 
for providing false identification 
for officers, and several students 
drinking underage will face dis-
ciplinary charges from Residence 
Life.
          April 19, 8:50 a.m.—Cam-
pus Police attempted to make 
contact with a student residence 
on the 3900 block of Winding 
Way after Physical Plant reported 
plastic cups, cans and other litter 
in the yard.  Campus Police was 
unable to speak with any of the 
residents and the Dean of Stu-
dents was notified.
       April 20, 12:08 a.m.—Cam-
pus Police checked on the well-
being of a student who fell on the 
academic mall.  The student was 
cited for underage consumption 
after admitting to drinking earlier.
     
     April 20, 8:10 p.m.—An R.A. 
on rounds in Brockman Hall re-
ported that a fire extinguisher had 
been tampered with.
    
     April 20, 8:59 p.m.—Campus 
Police received a report from a 
student who had left his or her 
wallet in the cafeteria one week 
ago.  The property had not been 
returned by anyone.
April 19, 3:45 a.m.— 
Campus Police cited a 
student who was observed 
climbing on the roof of the 
chapel for underage con-
sumption.
     Xavier’s health services 
administration graduate program 
was ranked No. 1, along with 
the University of North Carolina 
at Chapel Hill, among business 
graduate schools for physicians 
by Modern Healthcare maga-
zine.  Areas that were taken into 
consideration included tuition, 
age of the program, the number 
of days students must spend 
on campus and the number of 
graduates. 
Ranked program
     The Xavier Ultimate team will 
play the University of Cincin-
nati at 9 p.m. Thursday, April 24 
on the varsity soccer  field.  The 
Xavier team is fresh off their 
best-ever finish at their sectional 
tournament.  For more informa-
tion, contact Aaron Armbruster at 
armbrustera@xavier.edu.
Ultimate game
     Advocates for Animals will 
be showing the powerful film 
documentary, “Earthlings,” at 
7 p.m. on Sunday, April 27 in 
Kelley auditorium.  Narrated by 
Joaquin Phoenix, “Earthlings” 
explores the correlation between 
nature, animals and humans.  
Free snacks provided. 
Movie showing
 Campus Ministry and Dorthy 
Day House are hosting an end-
of-the-year picnic from 4-6 p.m. 
on Monday, April 28  behind 
their houses. Free, locally grown 
food will be provided for all. 
Please bring a friend and come 
and celebrate. If you have ques-
tions, contact Mike Shawver at 
shawverm@xavier.edu.
Campus picnic
 Mary Beth Clary, Esq., chair 
of Xavier’s Women of Excellence 
Council, and University Relations 
staff will share the exciting initia-
tives of Xavier’s Women of Excel-
lence program—created to honor, 
extend and advance the legacy 
of Xavier and Edgecliff alumnae 
and friends from 11:30 a.m.-12:30 
p.m. on Thursday, April 27 at the 
Women’s Center, 1415 Dana Ave. 
Bring a lunch and a friend, and 
stay for all or part of the discus-
sion. All are welcome. For more 
information contact Vickie Jones 
at jonesvp@xavier.edu.
Women’s council
Your club can be in this space. 
Email Newswire-News@xavier.edu
with club events. 
R.I.P. 
Paul
Moeller’s ‘fro
The
Newswire 
mourns
with the rest of 
you. 
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Classifieds
For classified orders and information, call Zach Nolden at 513-745-3561 or email him at Newswire-Classifieds@xavier.edu
Help Wanted
Spring Break 2008.  Sell Trips, Earn Cash and Go Free. Call for group 
discounts.    Best Deals Guarenteed!  Jamaica,  Cancun,  Acapulco, 
Bahamas, S. Padre, Florida.  800-648-4849 or www.ststravel.com.
For	Rent
Houses For Rent.  2, 3, and 4 bedroom houses available for this 
winter, next summer and next school year, 2 blocks from campus, 
clean, fully equipped, off street parking, laundry, next to other stu-
dent housing, please call 513-616-3798 or email cit545@aol.com
2008 Summer Opportunity. Professional couple in a north-
ern Cincinnati suburb is looking for a fun, dependable and flex-
ible person to help out over summer break. Help needed to 
transport 2 teenage kids to and from activities and monitoring 
whereabouts. Must have your own car and have excellent driv-
ing record. Hours may vary depending on activities; about 30 
hours/week. The right person will receive very good pay! Refer-
ences required. If interested call 513-872-3829 or email Runro1@
aol.com with your letter of interest, work history and references.
Houses still available for 2008 school year.  All 
with air conditioning, free laundry and park-
ing.  Call Matt (513) 587-9884 or matthew.dias@ge.com
Large Two Bedroom Apartment with bonus room.  Free heat & 
water included.  Two blocks to campus.  Off street parking and 
laundry on site.  $590 per month.  Must see, call (513) 673-4946
Parents of three elementary school-aged children need in-home 
child care this summer for an average of 35 hours per week 
Monday-Friday.  Intrested candidates please call (513) 543-7450.
TWO MEN AND A TRUCK needs summer help.  Hiring Drivers and 
Movers that are hardworking, honest and dependable.  Great pay 
and Great tips.  Must work well on a team.  Drug Free Workplace. 
Beat the rush -- apply now!  Call 513-245-1900 or 513-459-8080.
Annual “Tootsie Roll Sculpture Contest”.  Xavier PRSSA has chal-
lenged the reigning champions, XUSOTA, to make the best sculpture 
using Tootsie Rolls!  Come cheer on your favorite team and join in the 
“Walk-n-Roll to cure Spinal Muscular Atrophy” at the Cintas Center. 
Saturday, April 26 -- 9:00 a.m.  Tootsie Roll Contest and 5K Walk. 
$10 registration includes tee shirt, refreshments, and Tootsie Rolls!
Babysitter needed.  Begin around May 10, coninue thru Au-
gust.  Approximately 20 to 25 hours per week for 4 year old 
boy in Hyde Park.  Must have own car.  Call Ann 484-4092.
Energetic, fun person to watch & escort 2 kids(7 & 11 
yrs) to summer activities 3 days a week, references and 
good transportation needed. email hkerr@cinci.rr.com










Three Bedroom apartment in secure building.  Walk or bike 
to class.  Free parking and on-site laundry.  $750 per month 
includes all heat and water.  You can definately see your-
self living here.  Call Scott at 673-4946 to set an appointment.
Renting for June or August, Amazing 6 Bedroom, 3 bath apart-
ment! - 1/4 mile from XU, Extremely large apartment!  Feat-
rues: X-Large Full kitchen w/ tiled counter tops, Very large liv-
ing room, X-large private bedrooms, Fire place in most rooms, 
front porch, A/C, Garage parking, excellent maintenance ser-
vice, cable accent ligting, and a great party area in lower level! 
$2,160.00 ($360 per person) includes all utilities!  The apt 
will go fast so don’t wait!  For showings call (513) 266-6567.
Look for 3 roomates to rent the best apartment we have seen 
in the Xavier market.  This apartment has everything you could 
want!  Wood paneled walls, Close to Xavier, Large kit., extremely 
large private bdrms, party rooms, large deck, it’s amazing!  Rent is 
$360 per person!  Call Nick if you are interested!  330-317-1728
Across from campus.  Best deal for one quiet student: cute air condi-
tioned studios from $350 to $380.  Huge deluxe two bedroom apart-
ment ideal for professor or two (maximum) quiet grad students $795. 
Also several summer rentals.  For photos/info cincivegan@juno.com
Apartment for Rent: Xavier Campus- Across from Brock-
man Hall.  Beautiful, well maintained, completely fur-
nished 1 bedroom, 1 bath apartment.  $800 per month in-
cludes gas, water, laundry facilities, and a parking space! 
Available beginning June 2008. For details call: 513-631-1473.
Great Housing still availabe for 2008 school year. 
All with air conditioning, free laundry and park-
ing.  Call Matt (513) 587-9884 or matthew.dias@ge.com.
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-  s t a f f   e d i t o r i a l s  -
The Xavier Newswire is published weekly 
throughout the school year, except during vaca-
tion and final exams, by the students of Xavier 
University, 3800 Victory Parkway, Cincinnati, OH 
45207-2129.
The staff editorial is written by a different staff 
member each week and does not necessarily reflect 
the sentiments of the entire staff. It is also not the 
sole responsibility of the Opinions and Editorials 
editor to write it.
The statements and opinions of the Xavier 
Newswire are not necessarily those of the student 
body, faculty or administration of Xavier.  The 
On the Web: http://www.xavier.edu/newswire
statements and opinions of a columnist do not nec-
essarily reflect those of editors or general staff.  
Subscription rates are $30 per year or $15 per 
semester within the USA and are prorated.  
Subscription inquiries should be directed to 
Patrick Stevenson, 513-745-3607.  
Advertising inquiries should be directed to Ellie 
Jaqueth, Advertising Manager, 513-745-3561.  
One copy of the Xavier Newswire, distributed 
on campus, is free per person per week.  Additional 
copies are 25 cents.  
Xavier University is an academic community 
committed to equal opportunity for all persons.
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Absurd abuse,
absent assistance
 — L  E  T  T  E  R  S     T  O     T  H  E    E  D  I  T  O  R —
We’ve recently identified a huge—nay, an absurd problem on Xavier’s 
campus: drug abuse. At least until this issue’s publication, there has not 
been a big push to really get to the root of the drug crisis on our campus 
or to figure out any long-term solutions. 
Such a solution is long overdue. Perhaps we need to appeal to the 
ever-donating alums to form support groups 
or to help root out dealers and users in the 
Xavier community.
Xavier needs to make treating, not just 
deterring, such problems a more important 
focus in the university’s goals for enriching 
the lives of its students. Let’s face it, the university has gotten pretty good 
at cracking down on students who are drinking on campus this year, but 
charging someone a fine doesn’t get them any help.
We do have a Health and Counseling center, but McGrath should make 
more of an effort to reach out to us in these areas. The only time we are 
truly made aware of their resources are during the first week of our fresh-
man year in a flood of paperwork, pamphlets and brochures, or else when 
we are sitting lonely in a waiting room and browsing more brochures.
Even if it’s something as small as moving some of these brochures 
to the residence halls, or putting up signs with information and services 
in Gallagher, or sponsoring a Drug and Alcohol Awareness week (guest 
speakers! free food! presentations! movies!), every bit of awareness and 
availability helps. 
Don’t get us wrong; we still think it’s perfectly OK to have fun with 
alcohol, as long as it’s done mostly responsibly. But when students have 
serious alcohol and drug abuse problems, that’s when we’re okay with 
the university stomping its mighty foot down.
Give struggling students somewhere to turn, before it’s too late.
Get the full story:
“Another kind 
of green”
p.12
In response to the letter to the 
editor entitled “The Red Healthcare 
Scare” published in the April 9, 
2008 edition of the Newswire:
I don’t see how a reader of the 
pamphlet can be “misinformed.” 
It provides accurate definitions of 
both universal and private health-
care systems, contains U.S. Census 
Bureau statistics and shows calcula-
tions while using numbers from a 
real paycheck. It’s a shame the pam-
phlets didn’t reach all of the Xavier 
population. They were placed on 
the tables in the caf, but many were 
taken off by lunch time.
Take anoTher Look aT The FacTs
The end of  the BS?
Someone give Dale Ting a standing ovation.
For a while, the Newswire has been drawing attention to the fact that 
the bookstore isn’t giving students the 
best deal (in fact, we’re getting a rather 
crappy one). Once they stopped publish-
ing the ISBNs for required books, it 
became even more difficult for students 
to find the right books for class at other, 
cheaper sellers. While this certainly would give Xavier’s bookstore a leg 
up on the competition, we can’t exactly say we find it fair.
Enter Ting, who, recognizing the problem, has developed NOTthe-
bookstore.com, a web resource where students can look up the books 
they need for their classes.
Granted, Ting does get a cut of Amazon’s profits, but we all know 
that even that slight elevation in price won’t even come close to that of 
the bookstore.
The last step in this revolution, of course, is to use the website.
Maybe it will work; maybe it won’t. But we have to give it a shot so we 
can send the bookstore the message that we won’t be cheated anymore.
So for the fall semester, get some or all of your books from Amazon us-
ing NOTthebookstore.com, and let us know how it works out for you.
Because if we can get out of paying $100 for a book that’s worth $20, 
we’re pretty much on board.
So go ahead, stick it to the man, cause we’re sick of the BS.
I believe they are still stacked up 
behind the pillar at the entrance if 
anyone is still interested in reading 
one, though.
I find it interesting that the main 
argument for universal healthcare 
posed in the article was this “save 
the children” initiative.
I find it hard to believe that 
the group proclaiming this slogan 
advocates extending health insur-
ance—let alone, healthcare—to all 
children from age 18 on down.
I guess they feel they need 
to make up for all those babies 
killed.
Sure, life is more important than 
money, but if we are willing to pay 
extra taxes to the government in 
order to “save the children,” then 
maybe we should put this money 
somewhere we can control it, like 
giving it to an organization fighting 
to overturn Roe v. Wade.
The writer of the editorial article 
is right on one thing: do your own 
research. But don’t put up with any 
sweeping statements either. Look 
at the facts.
Kyle Rinderle   |   ‘11
GuesT
coLumn: New Senate, Same Mission
As a newly elected Student 
Senator, I am fully aware that I have 
a lot to learn, including information 
regarding the Senate Board and the 
Student Government Association 
(SGA) as a whole. As I learn, I will 
be relaying my findings to you, in 
hopes of bridging the gap between 
the Xavier University governing 
bodies and the students.
There were several 
instances in the past 
few months in which 
Senate’s name had 
the opportunity to be 
stained.
Whether it’s through 
the election “scandal” 
that has some people 
still upset or the SGA 
salary increases for 
the executives, I feel 
as though Senate is not viewed in 
the same way as when I first walked 
onto Xavier’s campus.
These happenings are definitely 
factors which the students should 
participate in and be fully aware 
of; don’t get me wrong. However, 
the students should also be aware 
of other things.
Since the executive elections, 
in which the Scanlon, Johnson, 
Badall ticket received less than fifty 
votes more than the Gamboa, Hale, 
Callejas ticket, students have been 
talking about the presumed “unfair” 
nature of the election.
What most students don’t know 
is that the newly elected Senate 
Coordinator will, for the first time 
in SGA history, be sharing an office 
with the President of SGA, Craig 
Scanlon. The 2008-2009 Senate 
Coordinator is none other than Es-
teban Gamboa, the candidate who 
ran opposite Scanlon.
Also, as a result of the very 
close election, both the win-
ning and losing executive 
tickets met so that the 
standing executives 
could learn the losing 
ticket’s platform ideas. 
In the end, all students, 
regardless of who they 
voted for, will see ele-
ments of both platforms 
come to life.
In addition, the sal-
ary increases for the 
SGA Executives, the Senate Co-
ordinator and the SAC Chair were 
not ways for the Senators to reward 
their own leaders. Being an SGA 
executive takes so much time that 
it would be near impossible for the 
individuals holding these positions 
to take on schoolwork, SGA and a 
part-time job.
The amount of money given to 
each executive, in accordance with 
the amount of hours each executive 
is expected to put into their position 
(and I can guarantee, each of them 
puts in much more than what is 
expected) comes out to be around 
$7/hour , the minimum wage of the 
state of Ohio, according to the U.S. 
Department of Labor.
The Xavier University Student 
Senate’s mission statement, ad-
opted on October 6, 1997 by the 
then-presiding Senate, states: 
“The Xavier University Student 
Senate’s mission is to provide rep-
resentation and service to students. 
The Student Senate shall organize, 
and provide stability and guidance 
to clubs and other student organiza-
tions. Through communication with 
the student body, the Senate acts as 
a bridge between students and ad-
ministration to improve the quality 
of life for all students associated 
with Xavier University.”
As a senator, I know I speak for 
everyone on the board in saying that 
our mission has not changed.
If your current view of the Sen-
ate is still stained, I welcome you to 
attend a Senate meeting and express 
any or all of your concerns. The 
board welcomes student input and 
suggestions to create open lines of 
communication.
Meetings are Mondays from 3-5 
p.m. in Gallagher Student Center 
room 214.
Together, as a Senate, working 
with each other, and our fellow 
students, we know that the 2008-
2009 school year will be full of 
great things for the entire Xavier 
community.
Neil Heckman is a Senator and 
SGA liason for the Newswire.
heckman
neil
Get the full story:
“The ‘not’ book-
store can make 
you not poor”p.1
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energy drink that he made the mis-
take of imbibing and went all over 
the place with his thoughts instead 
of staying on track with his jokes. I 
didn’t stay for Yarbrough’s routine, 
but I’m fairly certain that I didn’t 
miss much.
This leads me to ask SAC, what 
happened to the ton of money that 
wasn’t spent on the missing fall 
concert? What happened to the 
promise of a great spring concert or 
event? Wasn’t there an opinion poll 
that asked about what events the 
student body would be interested 
in seeing?
I know it takes a lot of time 
and effort to book performers and 
I appreciate the effort made by 
SAC, but at the same time I am 
thoroughly disappointed in the 
performance on Monday.
The event only reinforced the 
disappointment that I have felt 
towards SAC as a whole this year. 
After many fun events and games 
on campus last year, SAC has let 
many students down.
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Cut the foolin’, 
let’s make bank
You saw the signs: our tuition 
only covers half of what it costs for 
a Xavier education.
That means the other half is 
dependent on alumni, who may 
have graduated from the Williams 
College of Business and as a result 
are loaded, or graduated from the 
College of Arts and Sciences and 
are even more in debt now because 
they are in grad school.
I don’t know about you guys, but 
I’m getting concerned.
What happens if the alumni de-
cide that enough’s enough?
Now, I’m not worried so much 
about the long-standing 
donors who know and 
understand how the edu-
cation system works; we 
will forever be indebted 
to their generosity.
But what about our cur-
rent seniors and recent 
grads?  Could they pos-
sibly be too stingy to 
donate back to Xavier to 
help the next genera-
tion of students pursu-
ing their dreams? (It’s actually more 
likely that they’d be too socially 
conscious to have any money.)
To help with this problem, I’ve 
been brainstorming (with the help 
of some friends, of course) ways 
that Xavier could become less 
alumni-dependent, which might 
help us get the campus expansion 
rolling ahead of schedule.
First, Xavier should start invest-
ing in lottery tickets ($250 million 
Powerball!). There’s a sign outside 
the library that says that the cost of 
running the library for seven hours 
is $1,000. I say we close the library 
for seven more hours each day and 
use the money to buy lottery tickets. 
With 1,000 tickets, we’ll have a 
much better shot than those aver-
age joes. Alternatively, we could 
stop running the heat and A/C in 
Brockman and use the money we 
save to buy the tickets.
As a second wave of fundraising, 
we could start hiring professional 
gamblers to storm the casinos. We’d 
front the cost of their excursion, 
and let them keep 10 percent. Let’s 
make sure we pick smart gamblers, 
but people who are not smart 
enough to simply walk away with 
the money given to them.
If you’re not on board with 
these professionals, perhaps we 
should tap into the student body. 
So It Goes by Matt Kroeger
I propose we start a class where 
students learn how to count cards, 
kind of like that guy at MIT. Except 
the students will be graded on how 
much money they can take out of 
the casinos. You’d get an A if you 
could muster up a couple grand, 
which of course would go back to 
your education anyway. Don’t think 
about taking the money yourself, 
though: they’d fail you, then pros-
ecute you for gambling with the 
school’s money.
A third strategy would be to 
rob banks and/or jewelry stores. 
Yet that poses obvious dangers, 
especially if one of the 
guys in on it is really an 
undercover cop posing 
as a student (“Reservoir 
Dogs,” anyone?).
My final solution 
is one that will utilize 
the wonderful resource 
that is our TV station. 
I learned in my mass 
media class that action 
movies make tons of 
money in overseas 
markets. We’re talking at least 
four times the amount they make 
in the U.S.—even the crappy ones 
make BANK!
I propose we invest in explosives 
and give the students formerly in-
volved with “Time Well Spent” a 
new task: 90 minutes of pure, uncut 
action! Think “Shoot ‘Em Up” on 
steroids (I know, you’re wondering, 
is that possible?). Just imagine how 
nice our campus facilities will be 
once we see the dough from that 
overseas blockbuster!
Now Xavier, once we start im-
plementing these fundraising ideas, 
I expect to be compensated heavily. 
Guaranteed placement at a high 
paying job would be nice (please 
and thank you, Board of Trustees 
members!). That way, when I get a 
call from Phone-a-thon asking me 
to make a donation back to my won-
derful alma mater, I won’t have to 
choose between saving the world, 
financing a dreamer’s education, 
and a 1978 Les Paul Goldtop; I’ll 
just do it all.
And in the rare occasion that 
the university rejects my propos-
als, I suggest all of you graduating 
seniors think long and hard (that’s 
what she said!) about how much 
money you’ll be willing to give 
back. Other grads did it for you.
So thanks, in advance.
Last Tuesday, more than 400 
children were removed from their 
homes in a compound in Texas 
after authorities received a report 
that a sixteen-year-old girl was 
being abused by her fifty-year-old 
husband.
The compound is home 
to members of the Fun-
damentalist Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-
Day-Saints.
Local and federal 
authorities stormed the 
compound wearing 
body armor, carrying 
automatic weapons 
and accompanied by 
an armored vehicle.
After finding evi-
dence of possible forced underage 
marriage, the authorities removed 
all the children from the compound 
on suspicion of widespread sexual 
abuse.
The children are undergoing 
DNA testing and have been sepa-
rated from their parents for ques-
tioning.
This brings to light an interest-
ing parallel. Pope Benedict XVI 
was making his first visit the 
United States this week. 
One stop he made during 
his tour of the east coast 
was completely unex-
pected.
On Thursday, he met 
and consoled a group of 
victims of the sexual 
abuse scandal in the 
clergy that has bank-
rupted five American 
dioceses and brought 
many American Cath-
olics to question their faith.
Such a gesture of compassion to 
these victims has never been under-
taken by a Pope, and can be seen as 
a step forward towards the healing 
of those touched by the scandal.
While the two circumstances 
of abuse may seem unrelated, 
they share a common thread; the 
perversion of American faith to 
take advantage of those who are 
innocent.
My question is, how can we 
allow this perversion to continue? 
How can we allow the situation 
to get so out of hand that armed 
government men must take children 
from their mothers to ensure their 
safety?
Clearly the issue is not with one 
religious group alone. It is an issue 
for all American faiths, indeed for 
all faiths around the world.
Here at Xavier University, we 
need to examine how it is that such 
atrocities occur in our midst and 
make it clear that such practices 
are not to be tolerated.  As “men 
and women for others”, how could 
we do any less?
Crisis of faiths
The year is coming to a close 
and we’re all getting tired of the 
spastic  weather and insane amounts 
of work to be done. I know that I’m 
mentally drained and physically 
tired, but I haven’t given up all 
hope yet. 
Summer is this close to getting 
here and all of the freedom and 
fun that comes with the vacation 
time will soon be ours. We all just 
have to dig deep and fight through 
the work that separates us from the 
summer months. 
I’m aware that sometimes we 
all need a boost, so if you know 
someone who needs his or her 
spirits lifted, don’t hesitate to let 
them rant, rave, cry, or do whatever 
it takes to get over this last hump. 
Stay strong and be patient, for good 
things come to those who wait.
There’s a dude on campus that 
everyone should know; he’s a short 
guy with a ridiculous amount of 
facial hair and a knack for making 
people laugh. Of course I am talk-
ing about the man known as Reid 
Faylor, the same man who draws 
cartoons for the Newswire.
Reid has succeeded in two ways 
in recent weeks and he should be 
recognized and thanked for being so 
amazingly funny.  At the National 
College Comedy Competition two 
weeks ago, Reid wowed the audi-
ence with his amazing stand-up 
performance and won the regional 
competition, beating all of Ohio 
State’s comics. 
Now a semi-finalist in the com-
petition, Reid needs your help to get 
to Aspen, Colorado for the finals. 
Go to rooftopcomedy.com and click 
on the National College Comedy 
Competition banner and vote for 
him to go to Aspen.
Reid Faylor is also the “Great 
Success of the Week” because he 
was the high point of the Alazraqui/
Yarbrough event. He did the open-
ing set and made the audience laugh 
heartily. I commend Reid again for 
being funny and making the event 
more enjoyable, despite the so-so 
entertainment that followed.
The Good, the BAD and the Great
wieten
sarah
Lacour
darren
mccLain
brandon
Quick Hit
Epic Failure
I love to laugh until I cry, but I 
didn’t laugh much at Carlos Alaz-
raqui on Monday as part of SAC’s 
Spring into Summer Week. I had 
high hopes that Carlos Alazraqui 
and Cedric Yarbrough were going 
to be funny, but I saw Alazraqui’s 
routine and only laughed at a few 
jokes. He was too buzzed on the 
Great
 Succ
essbrandon mccLain
with
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Track sets records 
at All-Ohio
Junior Becky clark.
Despite finishing low in the 
standings, the Xavier Univer-
sity track team managed to break 
eight school records at the Eastern 
Kentucky Invitational and the 
All-Ohio Championships this past 
weekend.
In the Eastern Kentucky Invita-
tional, junior Clinton Womack set 
the new school record in the 400-
meter with a time of 50.73.
At the All-Ohio Championships 
seven school records fell. Among 
the records broken were the 10,000-
meter, set by senior Ben Milroy, and 
the 1,500, set by sophomore Luke 
Beuerlein.
Freshman Ryan Ulmer broke his 
own school record in the 200-meter 
with a time of 22.99.
Junior Becky Clark also estab-
lished a school record in the 800 
with a time of 2:16.72.
Women’s tennis take second in A-10 Tournament
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Xavier seniors shine 
at Portsmouth
Senior Josh Duncan earned all-
Tournament honors.
All three seniors on Xavier’s 
men’s basketball team participated 
in the annual Portsmouth Invita-
tional Tournament on April 9-12.
The tournament is widely re-
garded as the best place for college 
seniors to display their skills to pro 
scouts prior to the NBA’s pre-draft 
camp and the draft itself.
Josh Duncan earned All-Tour-
nament Team honors. All three 
of Xavier’s stars played in three 
games during the tournament. In 
his three games, Duncan averaged 
14.3 points, 7.7 rebounds, and two 
assists.
Stanley Burrell averaged 6.7 
assists per game and continued to 
stand out on defense.
Drew Lavender also played well 
in his three games, averaging 8.7 
points and 4.3 assists.
ScoTT muEllEr
Asst. Sports Editor
The Xavier University women’s 
tennis team finished their season 
with a great run that took them all 
the way to the A-10 tournament’s 
final match. The team came into the 
A-10 tournament in Monroeville, 
Pa. with the fifth seed, but they 
left the tournament after a grueling 
weekend with a second place finish. 
Xavier opened their tournament run 
with a match against St. Bonaven-
ture on Friday, April 18.
In the match, the Musketeers 
were thoroughly dominant. In 
singles play, Xavier did not lose 
a single set. Junior Kara Courtney 
lead the team with her 6-1, 6-2 
victory in the top seed singles. 
Sophomore Kaitlyn Zinn defeated 
her opponent 6-0, 6-2 at No. 5 
singles. In the No. 6 singles match 
junior Jeanette Feider bested her 
rival 6-0, 6-4.
Xavier clinched the doubles 
point with victories from the No. 
2 and No. 3 doubles. Again Xavier 
looked dominant, with No. 2 fresh-
men Christie Pleiman and Tifanie 
Treece winning 8-2 and No. 3 se-
nior Annie Diedalis and sophomore 
Jill Ducro winning 8-4.
With the victory, Xavier earned 
the right to play the fourth seeded 
Duquesne Dukes. 
Xavier came out strong against 
the Dukes in doubles play. The No. 
1 doubles team of Courtney and 
Feider beat Johanna Bezjak and 
Rachel McGowan of Duquesne 8-
5. The Musketeers were then able 
to capture the doubles point with 
a win from No. 3 doubles duo of 
Durco and fellow sophomore Aylin 
Seyalioglu, 8-1.
In singles action, Xavier did not 
have a clean sweep like they did 
against St. Bonaventure. Xavier 
needed wins from underclassmen 
Treece and Zinn to hang on for the 
4-2 victory over Duquesne. In No. 
1 singles Courney was bested by 
her opponent 6-4, 6-1. However 
in No. 2 singles freshman Treece 
pulled off the victory after dropping 
the first set. She won the match 3-
6, 6-0, 6-3. In No. 6 singles Feider 
won 7-6, 6-4. To secure the vic-
tory for Xavier, sophomore Zinn 
defeated her opponent 7-5, 6-1 in 
No. 5 singles action. Xavier won 
the match 4-2.
With the upset win over fourth 
seeded Duquesne, Xavier advanced 
to the semi-finals to face top seeded 
Massachusetts.
“Our newcomers were outstand-
ing today and really pulled it out for 
us. The youngsters pulled through 
in one of the highest pressure situ-
ations we’ve faced all season,” said 
head coach Eric Toth.
Xavier’s women’s tennis team huddles up in preparation for the match. 
I know that what I am about 
to say is practically sports fan 
heresy, but still: I am not a fan of 
‘The Wave.’
I came to this realization on 
Friday night at a Cincinnati Reds 
game. In the seventh inning of the 
game the Reds were losing 5-0 to 
the Milwaukee Brewers and had 
mustered only two hits. Despite 
the bleak outlook, the Reds fans 
still felt the need to stand up and 
cheer exuberantly as the 
wave passed around Great 
American Ballpark.
To me this just goes 
against being a true fan 
of your team. A true 
fan would have astute-
ly watched the game in 
silence, holding in that 
burst of enthusiasm for 
the comeback, however 
bleak that chance might 
look.
The worst part was that the 
Reds were not even hitting when 
the wave occurred. The fans all 
mindlessly stood and cheered, 
essentially for the opposing team 
to get a hit. 
The wave is an example of 
apathy on the part of a sports fan. 
Cheering during the opposing 
team’s at-bat is essentially pro-
claiming that you do not care about 
your team, or that you are only at 
the game because you got dragged 
Stop the wave
along with your friend.
Now, don’t get me wrong. I am 
not completely against the wave. It 
is a useful tool for fans to have up 
their sleeve. But, like most other 
fan idiosyncrasies, it must be used 
at the proper time, and that time 
is not when you are losing by five 
runs and the other team is batting. 
The wave should be used to liv-
en up crowds that are content, yet 
quiet. If the home team is batting in 
the 6th inning, winning 
10-1 for instance, the 
wave might need to be 
dusted off for that occa-
sion to breathe life into 
a stagnant crowd.
When the wave is 
fired up, it must take 
hold as well, all the way 
around the stadium to 
be effective. That can’t 
happen if fans leave 
early (another pet peeve of mine, 
but that’s for another day). 
So with the difficulty of find-
ing the right time and the right 
amount of people, the perfect wave 
is tough to find and is commonly 
abused, such as it was so blatantly 
on Friday night. The wave has now 
crossed over into a symbol of fan-
hood that is perpetually misused, 
and it seems that I have no choice 
but to take a stand against the in-
difference that it has imposed on 
sports fans around the world.
513-941-0340 513-851-4040
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Xavier’s run was not over yet. 
They had their sights set on the title 
match and pulled off yet another 
upset over UMass to get there.
Xavier bested UMass 4-2 on 
Saturday for the right to play in 
the championship game. Unlike the 
previous matches, Xavier was not 
able to capture the doubles point, so 
strong single play was going to be 
necessary in order for the Muske-
teers to advance, and they got it.
In No. 1 singles, Courtney 
knocked off her opponent in three 
sets 7-6, 4-6, 6-2. Xavier got 
another three set victory in No. 6 
singles. Feider, after dropping the 
tie-breaker in the first set, rallied 
back to take the match 6-7, 6-3, 6-
3. Xavier also picked up victories 
in No. 4 and No. 5 singles. Ducro, 
in No. 4 singles, defeated her op-
ponent 6-4, 7-5. Zinn sealed the 
victory with a 6-2, 7-5 victory.
On Sunday in the final champi-
onship game, Xavier looked for one 
more upset as they took on second 
seed Temple. However, their run 
would end here.
Xavier dropped the doubles 
point once more, but this time could 
not overcome the setback in singles 
play. Temple won the match 4-0 
with wins from the No. 2, 3, and 
5 singles. Toth said, “You have to 
bring your A game to a match like 
this and we didn’t quite have what 
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it took.”
Xavier finished their season just 
short of the championship title, but 
still had a great year. They finished 
with a 17-8 record, recording wins 
in 8 of their last 9 matches. Toth was 
very happy with the season. “This 
[final] loss does not take away from 
the team’s season in any way. Our 
team is young and this raises the bar 
for our program,” he said.
“It’s always somewhat disap-
pointing to lose, especially in our 
case being so close to winning the 
conference but honestly, I’m so 
proud of all of my teammates,” said 
sophomore Aylin Seyalioglu. Sey-
alioglu expressed that team unity 
was an important part of team’s 
success.
“Not only did we all compete 
and fight hard on the court, but 
we acted as a unit. Tennis can be 
considered an individual sport 
and somewhat of a ‘selfish’ sport, 
but that was not the case for us. I 
mean, we cheered, supported, and 
celebrated with and for each other 
more than any other team at that 
tournamentm,” Seyalioglu said.
Between the youth of the team 
and now experience playing deep 
into the conference tournament, 
Xavier women’s tennis should 
only look to improve in the com-
ing years.
-paid advertisement-
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Junior Sean farrell.
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The Xavier Musketeers are com-
ing off of one of the most successful 
seasons in the history of Xavier 
basketball. A season that included 
an Elite Eight visit and 30 wins 
elevates the program to one of its 
highest points ever.
To carry on this success, head 
coach Sean Miller and his coaching 
staff have assembled one of the top 
recruiting classes in the country, 
the 27th best class according to 
Rivals.com.
The assembled group includes 
three guards in Terrell Holloway, 
Mark Lyons, and Brad Redford, 
wing player Brian Walsh and center 
Kenny Frease.
The most highly touted player 
of the class is Frease. Frease is the 
No. 41 player in the class of 2008 
according to Rivals.com. Frease 
was a first team All-Ohio selection 
out of Perry High School in Mas-
silion, Ohio.
Frease comes in as a skilled big 
man, yet he knows that college 
poses new challenges to his game.
“The biggest changes for me will 
be the speed of the game and the 
strength [of the guys I’m playing 
against]. I’m going to have to get 
a lot stronger in order to play good 
minutes when I get a kid who is as 
just as strong as me and as tall as 
me,” Frease said.
Frease will also have to adjust 
to the 35 second shot clock, which 
is not used in Ohio high school 
basketball.
Despite being the highest rated 
prospect that Xavier has signed 
since the dawn of national recruit-
ing ratings, Frease is not concerned 
about the expectations for his 
future.
“I’m just going to play basket-
ball. I don’t think that there are 
added expectations. I’m really 
excited to go play,” Frease said. “If 
there is hype, then I am going to try 
to live up to that hype and do better 
than that. But that’s not something 
that I really think about.”
Although Frease may be the 
most physically imposing of the 
incoming class, the freshman with 
the most impact on the 2008-09 
squad will likely be the winner 
of the competition for the starting 
point guard spot.
The early favorite to take that 
role is the Terrell Holloway, the 
No. 100 rated player in the class 
of 2008 according to Rivals.com, 
from Harmony High in Cincinnati. 
While Holloway may be the early 
favorite to start at point, he was a 
late addition to the class of 2008. 
Holloway had committed to Indi-
ana, but was released from his letter 
of intent when head coach Kelvin 
Sampson resigned in February due 
to recruiting violations.
After it became apparent that 
Xavier would have an open schol-
arship with the transfer of Charles 
Bronson, Miller and the Xavier 
coaching staff decided that they 
needed another point guard. The 
Musketeers were able to get a leg up 
on the competition due to the close 
ties that assistant coach Emanuel 
“Book” Richardson had with Hol-
loway dating back to the times 
when Richardson was in charge of 
the New York Gauchos Amateur 
Athletic Union team. Holloway was 
a member of the Gauchos before he 
came to Cincinnati in 2007 to play 
for Harmony.
Holloway explained how he 
ended up at Xavier saying, “It was 
a good friend of mine, Coach Rich-
ardson. He got into contact with 
some of my people and then they 
told me about it… Coach Richard-
son is like a big brother of mine.”
As the only local recruit, Hol-
loway has already had the most 
contact with the Xavier basketball 
team, participating regularly in 
open gyms with his future team-
mates.
If Holloway needs to get a break 
at the point, the responsibilities may 
fall on fellow incoming freshman 
Mark Lyons. Lyons, the No. 125 
rated player in 2008 according 
to Rivals.com, is a high scoring 
combo guard.
Like Holloway, Lyons grew up 
in the New York area, but went 
away to a prep school for his high 
school years. The pair will work 
together next year in the Xavier 
backcourt, but their ties go back 
much further than this.
“I’ve known Mark since I was 
about 14. We both were New York 
guys. He grew up in Albany, NY 
and I’m from Hempstead, NY [on 
Long Island],” Holloway said.
Lyons spent this season playing 
the shooting guard, as Anthony Cra-
ter, an Ohio State recruit manned 
the point guard at Brewster Acad-
emy. Lyons flourished in that role, 
as Brewster won the Prep school 
national title. 
Lyons hopes to play a similar 
role next year at Xavier, saying, 
“[Playing with a point guard like 
Holloway], I can play off the ball 
and on the ball. They can just use 
me for my abilities because I have 
a knack for scoring as well…. If I 
can score the basketball then why 
take that away from me [by playing 
me at point guard]?”
Another weapon for Xavier in 
the backcourt in 2008-09 will be 
Brad Redford. Redford, the 2008 
“Mr. Basketball” in the state of 
Michigan, is known for his sweet 
shooting stroke. Redford holds the 
Michigan High School record for 
free throw percentage and career 
three point field goals made. He 
The 2008 recruiting class is rated the 27th best class in the country by rivals.com. The class is (from left to 
right) Kenny frease, Terrell holloway, mark lyons, Brad redford, and Brian Walsh.
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Baseball strong against A-10 opponents, struggle out of conference
Xavier looking at strong recruiting class in 2008
also holds the second longest con-
secutive free throws made streak at 
102 straight charity shots.
Redford knows that his deadly 
jump shot will be his calling card at 
the next level. “I can’t forget where 
my strength is, and my strength is 
definitely in my shot and the range 
on my shot. I am never going to go 
away from that,” Redford said. 
Redford, a 6’0 guard, is also 
working on ways to counteract the 
size advantage that his opponents in 
college might have, saying, “I am 
going to work on different things 
like floaters and runners to get my 
shots off as well.”
While Redford and Lyons may 
put up huge numbers on the of-
fensive side of the ball, swingman 
Brian Walsh has a game that starts 
on the defensive end.
The 6’4 wing out of Western 
Pennsylvania’s defense was a driv-
ing force behind his Moon Area 
High School team advancing to the 
state semi-finals in 2008.
Walsh hopes that his defensive 
intensity will be a good fit in the 
Xavier program that had a defen-
sive focus in 2007-08.
“I’m sure that the high school 
and college levels are totally dif-
ferent, but I am going to work as 
hard as I can to get my defense to 
the top of the line so that I can play 
defense like [the 2007-08 Xavier 
team],” Walsh said.
With the influx of new talent in 
2008-09 to play alongside  return-
ing players like B.J. Raymond, C.J. 
Anderson, and Derrick Brown the 
Xavier Musketeers will look to pick 
up where they left off, and continue 
to build an elite college basketball 
program.
The Xavier baseball team seems 
to be following a pattern. When 
facing teams within the Atlantic 
10 conference, the boys play well, 
holding a 10-5 conference record. 
But outside the familiar A-10, 
Xavier is only 16-21 so far. 
Last Tuesday, the team took 
on the Wright State Raiders in a 
midweek matchup that featured a 
pair of young arms. Xavier Fresh-
man Brian Muransky pitched 5.1 
innings and gave up four runs. 
Sophomore Alex Kaminsky pitched 
for the Raiders and didn’t allow one 
runner to cross home plate in four 
innings. Offensively, Xavier was 
lacking.  No player had more than 
one hit that evening. However, ju-
nior Adam Pasono extended his hit 
streak to an impressive 16 games. 
Xavier fell to the 16-15 Raiders by 
a final score of 5-1.
Two days later, Xavier took on 
the Miami Red Hawks in Oxford. 
A five-run third inning by Miami 
sealed the victory for Oxford.  The 
Red Hawks used six hits and left 
two runners on base in the frame.
Junior Steve Brown led Xavier 
offensively, going 3-for-4 from the 
plate with one run scored.  Xavier 
(14-19) got on the board with two 
runs in the sixth inning when junior 
Billy O’Conner singled to left field 
followed by a single by Brown. 
O’Conner came across on a double 
by sophomore Zac Richard and the 
RedHawks looked to their bull pen 
for some relief.
Heading into the bottom of the 
inning, Xavier had cut the lead to 
four, 6-2, but with another run in 
the seventh, Miami gained a victory 
and Xavier suffered a loss.
April 18th saw a change of 
course for the struggling Muske-
teers. Opening up a series against 
conference rival St Joe’s, Xavier 
played an impressive game as both 
offense and defense did well in the 
3-1 victory.
Junior starter Charlie Leesman 
tossed eight scoreless innings for 
the Musketeers while sophomore 
Bobby Freking went 2-for-4 from 
the plate.
Xavier got the scoring going ear-
ly, putting up two runs in the first. 
Sophomore Drew Schmidt reached 
on an error and was moved to sec-
ond on a sacrifice bunt by junior 
Steve Brown. Freking singled up 
the middle, which scored Schmidt 
from second.
Leesman (2-3) tallied the win for 
Xavier after striking out six while 
walking three. Conley notched the 
save (7) for the Musketeers.
The middle game of the series 
went the opposite direction. Xavier 
lost a close one to SJU with a final 
score of 10-9. Sophomore Zac 
Richard and Junior Adam Pasono 
led the Musketeers offensively, 
each going 3-for-4.
With four runs in the fifth inning, 
Xavier seemed to be coasting.  They 
led 6-2 at the end of the frame.  But 
Xavier was unable to preserve the 
lead.  In the 7th inning, SJU scored 
five runs on two Musketeers errors 
and three hits.
In the bottom of that same in-
ning, Xavier was able to plate two 
runs of their own. However, with 
the tying run at the plate in the bot-
tom of the ninth, they couldn’t get 
it done and Xavier fell by a mere 
one run.
The rubber game of the match 
favored the Musketeers however, 
as they downed SJU in the final 
game by a score of 4-3. The victory 
marked the fifth consecutive Atlan-
tic 10 series of the season.
Pitching was stellar as Sopho-
more southpaw Danny Rosenbaum 
threw 8.2 innings with nine strike 
outs and one walk. Junior Billy 
O’Conner went 2-for-4 at the plate 
and scored two runs while junior 
Adam Pasono was 2-for-3 with 
two RBIs.
Going into the top of the ninth, 
the score was 4-2 in favor of XU. 
But pitching almost gave up the 
two run lead. To close out the game 
Xavier called junior Jordan Conley 
in from shortstop.
Conley gave up two hits and one 
run scored but the final batter struck 
out swinging, assuring a victory for 
Xavier and a series win.
Xavier ’s recent loss came 
against Cincinnati, unfortunatu-
ally bringing the team to a 16-21 
out of conference record. A walk 
off home run by Kevin Johnson, 
on a ball hit over the right center 
fence put Cincinnati on top in extra 
innings, 6-4.
With one run in the fourth and 
three more in the fifth, Xavier 
seemed to be in charge. But the 
Bearcats battled back with two 
runs of their own in the fifth and 
two more in the sixth. After four 
more scoreless innings between the 
two teams, the homer was launched 
and the game ended in a loss for the 
Musketeers.  Cincinnati improved 
to 23-14 on the season while Xavier 
fell to 16-21.
One Musketeer was rewarded 
for his efforts this past week. Ju-
nior pitcher Charlie Leesman was 
named A-10 pitcher of the week 
after he tossed eight shutout innings 
on April 18 in Xavier’s 3-1 win 
over Saint Joseph’s.  He gave up a 
mere four hits and struck out six. 
Leesman improved to 2-3 on the 
season with 31 strikeouts in 40.2 
innings pitched.
This week, Xavier will take 
on Miami (OH) on Wednesday. 
Over the weekend Xavier will 
host a three game series with St 
Bonaventure, and on Monday will 
face Cincinnati.  All of these games 
will be played at Hayden Field on 
Xavier’s campus.
freshman phil Bauer.
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Workshop not afraid to laugh
Among a deluge of year-end 
campus events comes this week-
end’s performance of Xavier Play-
ers’ annual “Workshop.” This 
student-powered production staged 
every spring showcases some of 
Xavier’s finest—and certainly fun-
niest—creative work.  
 “Workshop” serves as an outlet 
for student involvement and origi-
nality.  Students write, produce, 
direct and perform the entire show. 
At the start of the spring semester, 
the Players’ board puts out a call 
for scripts and then meets to discuss 
and select the scripts that will be 
performed.  Competition can be 
tough; this year, nearly fifty scripts 
were submitted but only five were 
selected to be a part of the show. 
While pieces of any dramatic qual-
ity are considered for performance, 
recent productions have been staged 
entirely for laughs.  “In the past 
there have been serious pieces, but 
it’s hard to balance them out in a 
program with so many humorous 
ones,” said Stephanie Renny, a se-
nior in Xavier Players.  This year, 
pieces that treated heavier themes 
were performed at last weekend’s 
“Voices for Change.”
With a program that seems to get 
stronger each year, the 2008 “Work-
shop” production incorporates a 
range of dramatic pieces including 
sketch-style comedy, one-act plays, 
and—you guessed it—even a musi-
cal.   Adding to the show’s overall 
wackiness, this variety translates to 
the production’s success.  
“It’s got lots of different styles 
this time,” said senior Michael 
Gunter, director of workshop piece 
“Whatever It’s About.”  “They’re 
all funny in their own way.”
While all of the scripts are 
carefully and cleverly written, the 
highlight of “Workshop” is seeing 
the cast of over 60 students make 
these zany pieces come to life.  For 
many of the performers, this show 
provides an informal opportunity to 
show off their dramatic flair.  “Tons 
of people audition for “Workshop,” 
and the cast is very diverse,” said 
Renny.  The modest time commit-
ment and wide availability of roles 
allows more students to participate. 
For this reason, the production 
also appeals to a broader student-
audience.  “People really enjoy it,” 
Gunter said.  “They come out to see 
their friends onstage.”
This year’s “Workshop” lineup 
begins with “Good Cop, Bad Cop,” 
a one-act comedy about a blow-
hard detective and his attractive 
new partner.  Another piece aptly 
entitled “Whatever It’s About” is 
performed on a dark stage and pres-
ents a quirky departure from tra-
ditional dramatic format.  “As the 
Tire Swing Turns” is a kindergarten 
melodrama set on a playground and 
staged as a soap opera complete 
with romance, conspiracy and nerf 
guns.  The first act ends with “The 
Olive Garden,” a hilarious comedy 
sketch about family set in the fam-
ily-friendly restaurant itself.
“Workshop’s” second act is 
dominated by the hysterically funny 
and, in places, irreverent “Xavier: 
The Musical.”  Written by seniors 
Briana Hansen and Patrick Ste-
venson, this outstanding farcical 
tribute to XU delivers four years 
worth of laughs that everyone in the 
beloved ‘Xavier Community’ can 
appreciate.  The show features a full 
ensemble of singers and dancers 
performing musical numbers with 
original lyrics set to recognizable 
tunes such as “Glamorous,” “Cell-
Block Tango,” and “World’s Great-
est.”  While the musical parodies 
organizations such as SGA, Doro-
thy Day clubs and the basketball 
program, no aspect of campus life is 
safe from being caricatured in this 
hour-long performance.
The writers acknowledge that 
while “Xavier: the Musical” leaves 
little room for subtlety in its spoofs 
of various groups and organiza-
tions, its jokes are not meant to of-
fend.  Both Hansen and Stevenson 
make cameo appearances where 
they mock their own areas of in-
volvement at Xavier.  “I hope that 
people have fun with it,” said Han-
sen.  “And what’s more fun than 
making fun of yourself?”  That’s 
what “Workshop” is all about.
Nora HeiNk
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor
Take a break: your work will 
still be there
As each semester winds down, 
most students wind up into an 
over-caffeinated, sleep-deprived 
whirlwind of anxiety.  Of course, 
everyone’s go-to method for stress 
relief is to become a couch potato. 
But is this really the best method?  
As a public service to the com-
munity at large we at the Newswire 
offer several ways for students to 
recharge their brains without be-
coming a complete vegetable.
Move It!
Sometimes the best way to get 
rid of stress is to channel it into an 
activity.  Drop in on a fitness class 
at O’Connor, take a walk or play 
a game of tag for old time’s sake. 
Of course, not everyone loves ex-
ercise and for some it’s downright 
torture.  Fortunately, none of this 
matters when you need some stress 
relief.  Blast your favorite tune 
and dance; do whatever you need 
to shake away your tension (FYI: 
Guitar Hero and Wii sports do not 
count). 
Clean up
I know, I know— cleaning may 
not seem all that relaxing, but 
sometimes decluttering your room 
can be a big step forward in getting 
something done.  Even if all you do 
is shove dirty clothes under the bed, 
seeing your floor can give you a bet-
ter workspace to actually study.
If you teach a man to fish . . .
Most college students are not 
known for their culinary skills, but 
spending some time in the kitchen 
may be the perfect way to relax. 
You may not be able to stand up 
to the likes of Bobby Flay, but 
you can definitely do better than 
ramen noodles.    Getting messy in 
the kitchen is a great way to forget 
about work.  I recommend making 
your selection from the baking 
aisle.  Cupcakes anyone?
Shop; just don’t drop
There’s a reason they call it retail 
therapy, people.  The emergency 
credit card beckons, and you de-
serve a little reward after all that 
studying!
Unleash your creative side!
Hearken back to simpler days 
and indulge in arts and crafts of 
yesteryear.  Seriously, who can’t 
use another friendship bracelet? 
Doing something with your hands 
can distract you from whatever’s on 
your mind.  Never underestimate 
the power of finger-painting!
Random acts of kindness
When you’ve got a lot on your 
plate, nothing provides perspective 
better than helping out someone 
else.  Take a little time to volunteer 
StepHaNie metz
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New Releases
the following discs are due for release on or after april 29st..
Madonna  Hard Candy  (Wea/reprise) ...  Def Leppard Songs from 
the Sparkle Lounge  (mercury) ... Lyfe Jennings Lyfe Change (Sony) ... 
Phil Stacey Phil Stacey  (lyric Street) .    
  
     ...all dates are tentative.
Saturday, april 27
Pepper $16 
@ Bogart’s
Friday,  april 25
The Ohms   $5
@ mad Frog
Live Wires
Saturday, april 29
Trever Keith $15 
@ 20th Century
Friday,  april 25
Backyard Tire Fire    $22
@ Southgate House 
or cheer someone up right here 
on campus.  Dish out some extra 
smiles to strangers or a good friend 
to rejuvenate.
Write a Letter
 Putting pen to paper  can release 
all the stress you’ve got stored up 
from too much studying.Reach out 
to a friend you haven’t seen in a 
while or even the family and let 
them know what’s going on.  You’ll 
get a break from your work and get 
in touch with the outside world.  
Make a List
If you really can’t part with your 
work, make a list of what you need 
to do and the day or time you will 
set aside to work on it.  Even though 
your work won’t be done you’ll be 
step closer to summer.
Just do it
If you’re feeling overwhelmed 
about everything you need to do 
pick one small task that you can 
finish in the near future.  Accom-
plishing one thing will alleviate 
some stress and allow you to move 
on to the more important stuff.
Tranquility
When all else fails, go to the 
source of all happiness: ice cream. 
What could be better than a bowl 
full of sugar? Especially one ac-
companied by whipped cream and 
a cherry on top. 
top right: Senior megan Farrell serenades junior matt melon during her tribute to physical plant in 
“Xavier: the musical.”
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GSC Classic Movie 
A t  11  p .m .  on  Thur sday, 
April 24 and Friday, April 25 
“Caddyshack” will be shown as 
part of the GSC Classic Movie 
series.  This event is free to all 
XU students and is sponsored 
by the Gallagher Student Center.
Summer send-off
The last event of SAC’s Spring into 
Summer Week takes place from 1 
to 5 p.m. on Saturday, April 26. 
Come to the greenspace and enjoy 
free carnival games, live music, 
tattoo artists, and delicious food.
 
 
Live music on the 
greenspace
Student Activities Council is 
sponsoring a free concert featuring 
reggae artist Jason Levasseur from 
4:30 to 7:30 p.m. on Thursday, 
April 24 on the greenspace. Din-
ing services will provide dinner. 
XU Gladiators
  
Like watching “American Gladi-
ators”?  Here’s your chance to 
compete for gladiatorial fame and 
glory.  From 4-8 p.m. on Wednes-
day, April 23 on the greenspace, 
test your sparring skills in the in-
flatable arena.  Sponsored by SAC. 
 Take Back the Night
Don’t forget to RSVP for Cin-
cinnati’s annual Take Back the 
Night rally to speak-out against 
sexual assault on April 25.  All are 
welcome. The Women’s Center 
is hosting a pre-rally gathering 
at 5:00 p.m. Pizza will be served 
and t-shirts distributed. Trans-
portation will be provided to 
the rally downtown, so RSVP to 
Amy Goetz at goetza@xavier.edu.
 Senior thesis projects present contrasts
Felipe GarCia
Staff Writer
Wondrous Diaz
Nora HeiNk
Asst. Arts & Entertainment Editor
With life as wretched as it is at 
Xavier, focusing on the troubles of 
other parts of the world can take a 
backseat to other priorities. After 
all, there’s the inconvenience of 
parking and the stress of strict 
academics. Who has time to think 
about the conflict in Darfur? Sure, 
400,000 have been killed, but look 
at how much money Xavier spent 
on the chairs in Gallagher. There are 
bigger things to worry about. 
 Attacking this attitude seems to 
be the focus of the thesis project of 
Michael Lucas, a senior art major 
at Xavier. Lucas’ work is currently 
on display in the art gallery in the 
A.B. Cohen Center, alongside the 
artwork of fellow senior Katrina 
Grome. Both art majors present 
their work as part of their thesis 
projects, a requirement to gradu-
ate with a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
(BFA). This practice has been in 
place since Xavier acquired the art 
program from Edgecliff College. 
The exhibit, on display until Friday, 
April 25, is the third installment out 
of four showcasing the thesis work 
of Xavier seniors. 
Entitled “Natural Boundaries,” 
Katrina Grome’s senior thesis 
project consists of seven sculptural 
pieces all created by casting in resin. 
The sculptures show a woman pos-
ing in different positions. Grome 
describes her work as “celebrating 
the beauty of the female figure and 
its relation to nature.”
Although it appears simplistic 
and doesn’t catch the eye, “Natu-
ral Boundaries” conveys Grome’s 
theme distinctly. By representing 
the female body in lucid, comfort-
able poses, the artist makes it look 
and feel organic, tying it closely 
to nature. The pieces are entitled 
using words such as “Evolve” and 
“Growth,” but are crafted so that 
they do not stand alone. 
Showing only a small sliver of 
each pose, the sculptures require 
being viewed together in order 
to comprehend the full picture. 
Though individually each piece is 
not particularly compelling, the the-
sis as a whole is effective in evok-
ing a connection to its audience.     
The organic theme is represen-
tative of Grome’s noted influence 
from the nineteenth century move-
ment ‘Art Nouveau.’ The realistic 
depiction of the female body reflects 
influences of realism as well.
Grome is not just nostalgic for 
another period, however. She estab-
lishes her own style by using resin 
cast as her medium and grouping 
her pieces together. Unlike some 
realists, she doesn’t just depict what 
she sees. Rather, her work shows 
glimpses of themes and requires 
the audience to study the exhibit as 
a whole in order to grasp a deeper 
meaning.
The exhibit seems to hint at 
themes of feminism, but shows a 
weak point by not expanding. 
Lucas’ exposé reflects on a topic 
he obviously feels very passionate 
about. As a self-described, “privi-
leged white kid from a suburb of 
Pittsburg,” Lucas reflects on how 
genocide in a far away country can 
provoke so much emotion. 
“The Eyes of Darfur,” an exhibit 
composed of nine mixed media 
works, is a reflection of Lucas’s 
struggle to understand the tragedy, 
complete with life-size resin casts 
of AK-47s and actual bullets and 
bullet shells. 
Lucas’ work is an attention grip-
per, sometimes to a fault. There 
is no subtlety in this exhibit, and 
Lucas hits home with his frustration 
about the genocide. Sometimes this 
results in awkward and overused 
motifs. For instance, in “The Path,” 
a replicated AK-47 points directly 
at a picture of a young child. 
The exposé is undoubtedly 
passionate. The more detailed and 
careful pieces such as “Trapped” 
and “Hand of Faith,” are particu-
larly effective. 
Lucas provides a clear emotion 
for his audience concerning the 
Darfur conflict, yet he provides no 
solution. This, in the end, is both 
a flaw and a strength because the 
audience is left a bit confused.
The contrast between Grome’s 
and Lucas’ exhibits does not create 
a cohesive exhibit.  It might have 
been more compelling if the pieces 
from each artist were not so close 
to one another. Still, this is not the 
fault of the artists themselves.
The Xavier Art Gallery is open 
from 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday and will feature the 
work of Grome and Lucas until 
this Friday, April 26. The gallery 
will open again May 2 -9, featuring 
work by senior Christine Jackson.
In his debut novel, “The Brief 
Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao,” 
Dominican-American author Junot 
Diaz delivers a raw tragicomedy 
that closely identifies with, but 
also redefines coming-of-age and 
immigration narrative motifs.  
Two weeks ago, Diaz was 
awarded the Pulitzer prize for fic-
tion for “Oscar Wao.”  
Unlike typical immigrant-cen-
tered stories, “Oscar Wao” draws 
upon an unlikely combination of 
Latin-American and science fic-
tion culture to create a profound 
tale of the hopelessly nerdy and 
overweight Oscar.
Writing in the genre of Hispanic-
American literature developed by 
authors such as Sandra Cisneros, 
Ariel Dorfman and Julia Alvarez, 
Diaz proves himself one of the 
foremost contemporary writers 
both within and outside his field. 
Prior to the publication of Oscar 
Wao in 2007, Diaz’s award-winning 
short fiction has appeared in The 
New Yorker, African Voices, and 
The Paris Review and has been an-
thologized four times in “The Best 
American Short Stories.”  In 1996 
Diaz garnered critical acclaim with 
his first collection of short stories 
entitled Drown.  
“The Brief Wondrous Life of 
Oscar Wao,” a title perhaps ironi-
cally less brief than wondrous, pres-
ents a story about the struggle to 
adapt to a new way of life perhaps 
as desolate as the one left behind. 
The storyline weaves in and out 
of Oscar’s life and the interrelated 
lives of his family. It also pivots 
around the Latin-American super-
stition of fuku, a curse brought to 
the Dominican Republic by the 
conquistadors and perpetuated in 
the New World.
The novel contains colorful de-
pictions of Latin-American culture 
and history.  His language, laced 
with Spanish and English slang, 
gives the reader a distinct feel for 
the blurred line that exists between 
the ‘old world’ of the Dominican 
Republic and the ‘new world’ of the 
rough New Jersey ghetto inhabited 
by Oscar’s family.  
The island’s brutal dictator, 
Trujillo, even appears as another 
manifestation of the fuku passed 
down through the generations to 
Oscar.  Through the use of  enter-
taining and often edgy footnotes, 
Diaz provides his readers with a 
memorable and informative com-
mentary on Dominican history 
essential to the story.  
One of the most enjoyable 
stylistic aspects of this book is 
Diaz’s outspoken but eloquent nar-
ration that is unreserved, comical 
and duly blunt for portraying the 
story’s bleak settings and frustrated 
protagonist. 
Through its striking contrasts 
between the antique and the mod-
ern, the real and the supernatural, 
“Oscar Wao” invites the reader into 
a unique and compelling drama. 
above: part of michael lucas’ 
senior thesis project.
right: one of katrina Grome’s 
pieces in her senior thesis exhibit, 
“Natural Boundaries.”  Below: 
katrina Grome’s three piece resin 
cast and michael lucas’ “Fibers of 
life.”  all photos courtesy of mike 
Ventura.
“Underneath the rubble” by michael lucas. pHoto CoUrteSy mike  VeNtUra 
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A
ccording to Xavier’s newly 
released 2007 Core Institute 
survey on substance use, 24.1 
percent of Xavier students had 
used marijuana in the past year; 10 
percent in the past 30 days.
The survey also states that 7.9 
percent of students have used il-
legal drugs other than marijuana 
within the past year. 73.6 percent 
of Xavier students have consumed 
alcohol in the past 30 days; 2 
percent higher than the average 
for 71,189 other colleges. The 
online survey was voluntary, 
and mustered responses by 784 
Xavier students.
“Xavier students are buying 
a ton of weed,” says an anonymous 
former-Xavier drug dealer. “Kids 
always want weed. Some will buy 
a little, some a lot. It just depends. 
I have also sold cocaine and hallu-
cinogens.” 
It probably comes as no shock to 
hear that some college kids, lost in a 
haze of freedom, have turned to both 
legal (alcohol) and illegal chemical 
use as an expression of independence. 
But look around your suite in Kulh-
man or your flat in the Village and ask 
yourself, which one of us is stoned 
right now?
“The use of illegal drugs on cam-
pus is a growing concern,” Associate 
Provost for Student Life Dr. Kathleen 
Simons says. “Marijuana is easier to 
get than alcohol at Xavier.”
“Cocaine is just as easy to get as 
marijuana, because the source is the 
same,” says Dean of Students Dr. 
Luther Smith. He continued to say 
that since alcohol is a legal drug, it is 
harder to 
get when 
you are 
u n d e r 
21 years 
old. But 
since ille-
gal drugs 
start off 
the grid, it is much harder to con-
trol. 
“Look,” the dealer says, “the thing 
about X kids is that a lot of them are 
financially secure because of their 
parents.  Therefore they have a lot of 
disposable income. When they don’t 
have to pay for housing, tuition, food, 
etc., you find that they have a lot 
more money to pump into the [drug] 
market.”
The dealer, who claims to have 
sold drugs to “more Xavier students 
than [he or she] could count, numer-
ous times daily” made over $8,500 in 
one year of dealing drugs to Xavier 
students.
But Xavier’s policy toward illegal 
drugs remains a reactionary one, be-
ing limited only to a case-by-case 
basis, instead of taking initiative. 
Does the administration do any-
thing to stop drug dealings on cam-
pus? “I guess they try,” the dealer 
replied, “but I’ve never had a problem 
with them.”
“We need to be much more proac-
tive,” says Smith of Xavier’s policy 
towards illegal drugs. “I don’t think 
we’re doing as good of a job as we 
can.” 
But despite the acknowledged 
need for a more proactive role on 
Xavier’s part, alcohol still remains 
the university’s focus.
“We deal with seven to eight times 
more alcohol-related incidents [than 
drug-related ones],” says Campus 
Police Chief Michael Couch.
“Alcohol takes the front seat at 
Xavier because it hasn’t been ad-
dressed here like it has been at other 
universities in the past 15 years,” 
Simons says. “There are no alcohol 
programs.” There aren’t any illegal 
drug programs either. 
And while some colleges and 
universities around the country do, 
according to Simons, attempt to 
catch drug dealers on their campuses, 
Xavier does not, and instead relies on 
RAs and police patrols to deal with 
individual incidents, usually involv-
ing odor or paraphernalia. 
“It’s very rare to catch a dealer,” 
says Couch. “We will only catch one 
every few years.” 
One senior student, who has used 
illegal drugs in the past at Xavier, 
says, “You don’t worry about Xavier 
police as you would [worry about 
police] in the real world.”
This may be because the Campus 
Police fine for possession of marijuana 
and drug paraphernalia is just $100, 
marked up from $50 just a short time 
ago. “It used to be that the fine for il-
legal drugs was less than for alcohol 
at Xavier,” Smith says. They 
are now the 
same. 
The uni-
versity re-
lies on its 
“grassroots 
e f f o r t s ” 
s u c h  a s 
Manresa and RAs, 
Couch says. 
But are these grassroots affective 
in combating drug use? 
During Manresa, group leaders 
hold dialogues with incoming fresh-
men about hardships, one of which 
usually includes a story about some-
one who has become an alcoholic 
while at college, according to senior 
Manresa leader Ali Mirolo. 
But the issue of illegal drugs, 
marijuana or otherwise, factor little 
into the group discussions. Statistics 
about drug use are included in a 
packet given to freshmen, but beyond 
that they are rarely a major topic of 
discussion.
“A big section of Manresa is 
about alcohol, and how it is or isn’t 
abused,” Mirolo says. “Manresa tries 
to fit as much as it can in two and a 
half days, but it’s impossible to cover 
everything.”
RAs also receive minimal training 
in the world of illegal drugs.  “We 
have one session about drugs in the 
fall that lasts several hours,” says 
junior Reneee Stoeckle, an RA in 
Kulhman.  
“Officer Grossman [of Campus 
Police] does it. He brings in parapher-
nalia and burns a pot-like substance 
so we recognize the smell.”
“The program is not in-depth. We, 
as RAs, don’t handle situations with 
drugs. If we think someone is using or 
dealing drugs, we’re instructed to call 
Campus Police,” Stoeckle says. 
Xavier RAs are also only required 
to do one program about alcohol or 
drug abuse for their residents each 
year. This could include one passive 
program (e.g. a poster or bulletin 
board), or one active pro-
gram, such as a hall event. 
“I don’t think this [pro-
gram] changed my resident’s 
minds,” Stoeckle says. “More 
than anything it’s the conver-
sation that is important, and creating 
an environment where they can talk 
to you without being scared.”
“Residents will tell you a lot of 
things off the record,” Stoeckle says. 
“That is where you make the differ-
ence.”
Programs combating chemical 
abuse are practically non-existent 
at Xavier. The university does have 
an alcohol task force that assesses 
alcohol-related issues at the univer-
sity and develops new initiatives for 
fighting alcohol abuse.  But such a 
force does not exist for marijuana and 
other illegal drugs, nor do any other 
programs. 
“We have no Alcoholics Anony-
mous (AA) or Narcotics Anonymous 
(NA) meetings on campus,” says 
Smith, who credits this to issues 
with anonymity. 
What Xavier does have are the 
services provided by the McGrath 
Health and Counseling Center. The 
Health Center does substance abuse 
assessments for students, which are 
designed to discover the root of the 
problem.
“There are two kinds of abuse 
problems: primary abuse and sec-
ondary abuse,” explains Dr. Oliver 
Birckhead, director of the McGrath 
Health and Counseling Center. Pri-
mary abuse problems mean that the 
substance—be it alcohol, marijuana, 
cocaine, whatever— and its abuse are 
the cause of the problem. 
A secondary abuse problem is when 
the substance use or abuse stems from 
a different problem. For instance, 
someone who is depressed and begins 
medicat-
ing him-
s e l f  o r 
h e r s e l f 
with al-
cohol to 
treat that 
d e p r e s -
sion would have a secondary abuse 
problem, but someone whose life is 
being ruined simply because they are 
addicted to drugs or alcohol would 
have a primary problem. 
“Very few students that we assess 
have primary problems,” Birckhead 
says. “They are the ones who are 
referred for specialized care. Usu-
ally drinking [or drug use] is part of 
a larger problem that can be treated 
with counseling here.”
This assessment style is used for 
alcohol and illegal drugs such as mar-
ijuana, but, as Birckhead says, “when 
it comes to harder addictions, like 
crack -cocaine, the primary/secondary 
melt 
away,” 
a d d i n g 
that “there’s 
no such thing 
as a weekend or 
recreational crack-
user.”
Still, despite increasing 
numbers of drug incidents 
on campus—there were 12 
incidents of possession of 
marijuana in 2006, 18 in 2007 
and five in 2008—drug use at 
Xavier, and the policy directed 
towards illegal drug users and 
dealers, generates little buzz 
among the Xavier community. 
“I would say those [Core survey] 
numbers are pretty low,” says the 
anonymous student. “It seems like 
every weekend I’ll be talking to 
someone and find out that they smoke 
[pot]; people you would have never 
expected. There always seems to be 
more.”
Cocaine use is also a growing on-
campus but remains an under-men-
tioned problem at Xavier. Four years 
ago, a Xavier student was forced to 
leave the university because of their 
cocaine addiction, after having been 
threatened by cocaine dealers. What 
is more, there is secretive, “very hush- 
h u s h  c o -
caine ring” 
at Xavier, 
according 
to the stu-
dent. 
W i t h 
s u r v e y 
results claiming that over one 
quarter of Xavier students have used 
illegal drugs and dealers said to be 
making significant profits off of Xavi-
er students along with speculations 
of cocaine ‘rings’ within the Xavier 
community, it has to be asked: 
What are Xavier students really 
doing behind closed doors? Further-
more, these factors coupled with re-
actionary university policy, an intense 
focus on alcohol—not drug—abuse, 
and no initiative-based programs on 
campus, the ultimate question should 
be what is the university going to do 
in the future about illegal drugs on 
campus? 
Another Kind of Green
Another 4/20 has 
come and gone, 
leaving a resin 
in the minds of 
many. Take a 
deep breath 
(or a deep 
drag), and 
ask yourself, 
what are 
those crazy 
Xavier kids 
smoking? 
Exhale. 
The 
answer is
by mAtt finGer
the story of illeGAl druG use At xAvier
marajuana.
“look,” the drug dealer says, “the thing about x 
kids is the  is that a lot of them are financially secure 
because of their parents. therefore they have a lot 
of disposable income. When they don’t have to pay 
for housing, tuition, food, etc., you find that they have 
a lot more money to pump into the [drug] market...”
i would say those [core survey] numbers are pretty 
low,” says the anonymous student. “it seems like 
every weekend i’ll be talking to someone and find out 
that they smoke [pot]; people you would have never 
expect. there always seems to be more.”
“xavier students are buying a ton of week,” says an 
anonymous drug dealer. “Kids always want weed. 
some will buy a little, some a lot. it just depends. i 
have also sold cocaine and hallucinogens as well.”
